
  

 

Grade: First Grade 

Title: Composer: Johann Sebastian Bach 

Week: January 20-31 

Source: Various 

Materials: biography, portrait, listening examples and video 

 

MPG/Big Idea: 
MPG3: Listen to music with 
understanding 

State Standard: 
9.2 

 

Enduring Understandings: 
3. Music from various styles, cultures and historical eras globally affects all individuals 
 

Essential Questions: 
3. How does music impact all of us? 
 

Knowledge: 
1. Musical works and composers from varied historical periods are an important component of musical 
literature 
2. Music often captures and mimics unique historical periods and events 
3. Significant musical works and composers continue to impact music 
 

Skills: 
Historical Context 
1. Recognize musical examples from various 
historical periods 
2. Recognize significant composers and/or 
musicians from various genres and periods 
 

Procedure: 
1. View flipchart which includes the following 
information: 

a. What is baroque music? The baroque period of 

history is from about the year 1600 to about 1750 
(in other words, it is a long time ago!) Everyone 
tried to out-do each other. Clothes, wigs, 
paintings, architecture, and music were 
ornamental and very elaborate. It is important to 
remember that baroque music is a style of music. 
It is not an exact period of time.  
b. If you listen to a lot of baroque music you will 
begin to recognize the style, even if you can’t 
describe it. And if you study the music very 
carefully you will begin to notice common 
features. Two of the most common features are: 
•Lots of ‘twiddly bits’  
Baroque music has lots of quick wiggles 
backwards and forwards on a single note. These 
wiggles don’t really add anything to the tune. 
They are simply there as decoration. 
•Lots of different lines of music (or ‘tunes’) all 



going their own way.  
These single tunes weave together to make the 
whole music. 
c. Read a biography of Johann Sebastian Bach, 
1685-1750 Johann Sebastian Bach was born in 
Eisenach, Germany in 1685. As a child, Bach's 
father taught him to play violin and harpsichord. 
His uncles were all musicians, serving as church 
organists and court chamber musicians. One of his 
uncles, Johann Christoph Bach, introduced him to 
the art of organ playing. Bach was married twice 
and was the father of twenty children! Bach 
became the cantor, organist, and music composer 
for St. Thomas Lutheran Church in Leipzig, 
Germany. He lived and worked there for the rest 
of his life. Johann Sebastian Bach died in 1750. 
Although he was not appreciated during his own 
lifetime, today, Bach is considered to be one of 
the most influential composers of all time 
d. Display a portrait 
2. View the historical biography which is set in 
Bach's 32nd year-1717. "Bach's Flight For 
Freedom" SHV66715 tells the story of the 
composer’s struggle to follow his dream. The film 
features performances of some of Bach's most 
famous compositions including, "Toccata and 
Fugue in D for Organ" BW565, "Brandenburg 
Concerto No. 2", BW1047, and "Jesu, Joy Of 
Man's Desiring". The film will introduce students 
to instruments of the Baroque era, biographical 
information of the composer, information on 
performance opportunities during the Baroque 
era, as well as multiple examples of Bach’s music. 
Time:  
 

 

Assessment: 
-passive listening 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://makingmusicfun.net/htm/f_mmf_music_library/hey-kids-its-a-violin.htm

